


 

Hello and welcome to the coolest and most comprehensive study guide for literary 

techniques that you’ve ever laid your eyes on. 

 

We’ve made it print friendly, so print it off and get highlighter happy! Use this list as a quick 
reference guide when analysing texts for your assessments or to study before your next 
English exam, so you’re well prepared to analyse unseen texts. 

 

These techniques and devices may have been created by a bunch of old dead guys, but 
they’re what make great storytelling, well, great! Without them, we wouldn’t have such a rich 
catalog of literature to draw from and continue reading to this day.  
  
If that doesn’t excite you, or if you feel like you’re having a tough time keeping these 
definitions straight, try to find examples of them in the music that you listen to and the 
television shows and movies that you watch today. It’ll make them stick in your head, and 
they’ll be much easier to recognise later.  
  
Deciphering a text may seem intimidating, but this book contains the tools to help you work 
your way through it with as much ease as possible. The definitions in this book are 
straightforward, and the examples are clear and relevant. It’ll be no time at all before you 
can pick up any book or view any image and point out dozens of devices without even 
breaking a sweat.  
  
Best of luck! See you on the other side.  
  
P.S. To give you a little extra assistance, any words that you see mentioned in an 
explanation that are found somewhere else in this book have been marked in bold.  
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CHAPTER 1: 

Written Techniques 
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Written Techniques 
 
Many of the techniques in this category will often be found across different mediums. Don’t 
second- ‐guess yourself if you think you’ve found an allusion in a poem or foreshadowing in 
a play. You’re probably right!  
  
Allegory  
Definition: An allegory is a text that has a second meaning beyond its literal one. Allegories 
are often used to explain morals or political situations.  
  
Example: George Orwell’s Animal  Farm is an allegorical novel about communism. All of the 
animals on the farm represent different members of a communist society.  
 

Quick Clue: Can you interpret a deeper meaning for the whole story? If so, it’s probably an 
allegory. 
 
Alliteration 
Definition: Alliteration is the repetition of the same consonant sound at the beginning of 
multiple words in a sentence or group of sentences. 
 
Example: Susan Smith saw some sneaky squirrels snatching her snacks, so she sought 
out Sheriff Sanders to spy on several suspicious squirrely suspects. 
 
Quick Clue: If the sentence that you’re reading sounds a bit like a tongue-‐twister, 
it’s definitely using alliteration. 
 
Allusion 
Definition: An allusion is an indirect reference to something else. Authors often allude to 
things like culture, politics, history, and other works of literature. 
 
Example: Charlie lies so often that I’m surprised his nose isn’t a foot long by now! This 
sentence is an allusion to the story of Pinocchio, whose nose grew every time he told a lie. 
 
Quick Clue: Do you recognise a reference as being familiar? Congratulations, you caught an 
allusion! 
 
Anaphora 
Definition: Anaphora is the repetition of or a word or phrase at the beginning of multiple 
lines or sentences. Authors use this to create a dramatic significance for what they’re 
saying. 
 
Example: I remember when we met. I remember our first date. I remember our first kiss. I 
remember saying, “I do.” 
 
Quick Clue: Do you see the same few words repeated with a different set of words following 
them? If so, that’s anaphora. 
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Anastrophe 
Definition: Anastrophe is inversion of certain words in a sentence. This usually happens 
with the subject, verb, and object. 
 
Example: Pretty much all of Yoda’s speech pattern is anastrophe. “Judge me by my size, 
do you?” 
 
Quick Clue: If the sentence makes sense but the words are in a slightly different order than 
what’s considered to be a normal speech pattern, it’s anastrophe. 
 
Antagonist 

Definition: The antagonist is the force that comes into conflict with the main character, the                             
protagonist. The antagonist can be a person, a group of people, or something less                           
concrete, like the weather or society. 
 
Example: In The  Hunger  Games, President Snow and the rest of the Capitol are the 
antagonist to Katniss because they represent everything that she fights against. 
 
Quick Clue: If the main character is fighting against something, it’s likely the antagonist. 
 
Anthropomorphism 
Definition: Anthropomorphism is when plants, animals, or other non- ‐human objects have 
human characteristics. The difference between this and personification or pathetic 
fallacy is that anthropomorphic beings are actual living characters. 
 
Example: Toy  Story is a film about a group of toys that walk, talk, and interact with each 
other. They are still anthropomorphic even though they don’t move when real humans are 
around. 
 
Quick Clue: If there’s a non-‐human character in your story that acts just as we humans do, 
he or she (or it) is anthropomorphic. 
 
Antimetabole 
Definition: Antimetabole is the repetition of a set of words in reverse order for a dramatic                               
effect. Although they may use a similar grammatical structure, the difference between this                         
and antithesis is that antimetabole repeats the exact same words. 
 
Example: Ask not what your group project can do for you… ask what you can do for your 
group project. 
 
Quick Clue: Does the second half of the sentence just about mirror the first half? If so, it’s 
antimetabole. 
 
Antithesis 
Definition: Antithesis is a figure of speech that sets two opposing words or ideas against 
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each other in a parallel grammatical structure. Although they may seem similar, the 
difference between this and antimetabole is that antithesis uses different words. 
 
Example: We must work together as a team or we will face defeat alone. 
 
Quick Clue: Do you see one or more pairs of opposites pitted against each other? If so, 
that’s antithesis. 
 
Aphorism 
Definition: An aphorism is a common phrase or saying that suggests something wise and 
truthful. Aphorisms are often sprinkled throughout a text and offered as advice or wisdom 
from sage characters. 
 

Example: Dying is easy. Living is hard. Calculus is harder. 
 
Quick Clue: Is it a phrase that sounds a bit clever and witty and seems to share some useful 
tips for life? It might be an aphorism. 
 
Archetype 
Definition: An archetype is a basic idea of a character, situation, or symbol that can be found 
throughout many works of literature. Common archetypes include the hero/heroine, mentor, 
and outcast; the quest, initiation, and fall from grace; and the magic weapon, unhealable 
wound, and crossroads. 
 
Example: The Joker, the Cheshire Cat, and Bugs Bunny all fall under the trickster archetype 
because they love to cause mischief and create chaos for other characters. 
 
Quick Clue: If you can think of a million other examples of characters with similar traits or 
situations that follow the same series of events, it’s probably because it’s an archetype. 
 
Assonance 
Definition: Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds within sentences. Along with 
consonance , it is a common technique within lines of poetry. 
Example: John thought he lost his mom’s frog, Bob. 
Quick Clue: If the vowel sounds rhyme but the endings don’t, it’s assonance. 
 
Asyndeton 
Definition: Asyndeton is the absence of conjunctions in a sentence in places where they 
would normally be. 
 
Example: I came, I saw, I ate twelve burritos, I immediately regretted it. Oops. 
Quick Clue: Is there a distinct lack of conjunctions in the sentence? It’s asyndeton. 
 
Bildungsroman 
Definition: A bildungsroman is a story that follows the main character as he or she grows 
up and changes. It is also known as a coming-‐of- ‐age story. 
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Example: Famous examples of bildungsroman include everything from Great  Expectations                   
to American  Pie. It all works as long as the main character goes on some sort of journey of                                     
self- ‐development. 
 
Quick Clue: If the protagonist ages and matures in a significant way in the story, you can 
call it a bildungsroman. 
 
Catharsis 

Definition: A character goes through catharsis during an experience that cleanses him or 
her of negative emotion and leaves that character feeling fresh and renewed. 
 
Example: You might experience catharsis by ugly-‐crying during a sappy romantic film like 
The  Notebook or The  Fault  in  Our  Stars after a breakup. 
 
Quick Clue: Did the character seem to be purged of hopelessness, fear, or despair? He or 
she likely went through catharsis. 
 
Character, dynamic 
Definition: A dynamic character is one who experiences some sort of change or growth 
throughout the course of the text. This is the opposite of a static character. 
 
Example: Rob starts off as being extremely an extremely greedy person, but by the end, he 
learns the value of charity and how to be generous and giving. 
 
Quick Clue: Is the character different in some way compared to when the story began? He 
or she is dynamic. Virtually all main characters are dynamic because one of the main points 
of following a plot is to see the protagonist experience development in some way. 
 
Character, flat 
Definition: A flat character is one who shows only one personality trait. This person is 
probably just a side character and will most likely seem like a caricature of the one trait 
that he or she displays. He or she is the opposite of a round character. 
 
Example: Kate likes to complain. Every single time we see her, she is miserably whining                             
about something. Complaining about the situation is literally the only thing that we ever                           
witness her do. 
 
Quick Clue: Does the character seem very one-‐dimensional? He or she is probably flat. 
Typically, only secondary or tertiary characters will be flat because there is nothing 
interesting about a main character who does not show a depth to his or her personality. 
 
Character, round 
Definition: A round character is one who displays multiple personality traits. He or she is 
fleshed out and has a depth that a flat character does not. 
 
Example: Michelle goes to art school. She is passionate about her projects but 
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struggles with a fear of rejection when sharing them with the public. She gets along well 
with her father but not her mother. She likes cats and Vietnamese food, but she’s 
terrified of swimming. 
 
Quick Clue: Does he or she seem very human, with strengths and flaws and a wide array of 
emotions? That character is round. Virtually all main characters are round because the 
audience would not be invested in a protagonist who has only one dimension to his or her 
personality. 
 

Character, static 
Definition: A static character is one who has not changed by the end of the story. He or she 
is the opposite of a dynamic character . 
 
Example: When we meet Ed, we see that he is really racist, which may not necessarily be                                 
his only character trait. However, at the end of the story, he has not seen the error of his                                     
ways and is still unfortunately very racist. What a jerk. 
 
Quick Clue: If the character is the same as he or she is at the beginning of the text, he or 
she is static. Typically, only secondary or tertiary characters will be static because most 
major characters go through some sort of growth throughout the story. 
 
Characterisation 
Definition: Characterisation is the way that the author describes a character throughout a 
text. This can either be done either directly, in which the author plainly says that a 
character has a certain trait, or indirectly, in which the author says what a character does 
and you draw your own conclusions. 
 
Example: Alex is soft- ‐spoken, has trouble talking to girls, and never speaks up in class. The 
author has characterised him as being shy. 
 
Quick Clue: Are you learning something about a character’s personality? If so, he or she is 
being characterised. 
 
Climax 
Definition: The climax is the peak of the story, the point that all of the action has been 
building up towards. 
 
Example: The climax of the Harry  Potter series is when he faces off against Voldemort at the 
Battle of Hogwarts. 
 
Quick Clue: If something seriously intense is about to go down, you’ve reached the climax. 
 
Conflict 
Definition: Conflict is the struggle between two or more opposing characters or forces. 
Conflict is what keeps us interested in the story because it creates tension and motivates us 
to want to see who wins. 
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Example: There are two families at war over which one will rule the kingdom. We 
constantly see them clash. 
 
Quick Clue: Are the characters at odds with each other? The author has created a conflict 
between them. 
 
Consonance 

Definition: Consonance is the repetition of consonant sounds within a group of words in a 
sentence. The difference between consonance and alliteration is that with consonance, the 
sounds can appear at any part of the word, not just at the beginning. 
 
Example: Mike kicked a black rock at Wacky Jack’s clunky truck. 
 
Quick Clue: If you find yourself making the same noise over and over, it’s consonance. 
 
Denouement 
 

Definition: The denouement is the resolution of the action that occurs during the climax.                           
The difference between this and epilogue is that the denouement is a plot point and the                               
epilogue is a specific section of the book. However, the denouement can occur during the                             
epilogue. 
 
Example: The denouement in Romeo  and  Juliet occurs when the Capulets and Montagues 
come together at their children’s tomb and agree to end their feud. 
 
Quick Clue: If the loose ends of the conflict are being resolved, you’re reading the 
denouement. 
 
Deus ex machina 
Definition: Literally translated as “god from the machine,” deus ex machina is when an 
author introduces something to solve the story’s conflict that seems to have come from 
nowhere. Many people criticise this as lazy storytelling. 
 
Example: The main character is having a sword fight with the antagonist. His sword gets 
kicked away and falls off a cliff. We know that it would be extremely useful but also totally 
improbably if another one just fell from the sky, but it happens anyway with no explanation. 
 
Quick Clue: Did is seem like the answer to everyone’s problems just popped out of thin air? 
It was probably a deus ex machina. 
 
Diatribe 
Definition: A diatribe is a harsh, fierce attack against someone or something. 
 
Example: Someone who is strongly against organised religion might write a diatribe about 
the Pope. 
 
Quick Clue: If a person, organisation, or idea is being aggressively criticised, it’s a diatribe. 
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Diction 
Definition: Diction is the specific language that the speaker or narrator uses. Diction can 
indicate someone’s age, education, economic background, place of birth, or other character 
traits. Diction is the word choice, while syntax is the word order. 
 

Example: If someone says “y’all” instead of “you,” he or she is probably from the American 
South. 
 
Quick Clue: Is the character using language that is distinct to a certain social group? His or 
her diction would show this. 
 
Ellipsis 
Definition: Ellipsis is when the author skips over a period of time from the narrative. This 
can range from a few seconds or minutes to hundreds or thousands of years. 
 
Example: In chapter three, our main character is ten years old. In the next chapter, she’s 
sixteen years old. The ellipsis is this passage of time. 
 
Quick Clue: Has any time gone by without us actually seeing it? If so, the author used 
ellipsis. 
 
Emotive words 
Definition: Emotive words are words that are purposely chosen by the writer to elicit a 
strong emotional response from the reader. 
 
Example: Saying “I saw a twisted mass of mangled steel and shattered glass” is a lot 
more emotive than “I saw a car crash.” 
 
Quick Clue: If you had a strong reaction when you read it, the author probably used 
emotive words. 
 
Epilogue 
Definition: The epilogue is the final segment of the text that is usually meant to bring closure 
and wrap up the story, although sometimes it can contain a cliffhanger if the book is part of a 
series. 
 
Example: The epilogue in the final book of the Harry  Potter series shows what happened 
nineteen years after the main story ended. 
 
Quick Clue: Is it the absolute last part of the book? It’s the epilogue. 
 
Epithet 
Definition: An epithet is a word or phrase that is added to a person’s name. It usually 
describes a very prominent personality trait or a specific event in his or her life that has 
shaped him or her. Sometimes epithets can be mocking or sarcastic in tone. 
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Example: A character called Tony the Snitch might make a habit of giving information over 
to the authorities, though probably not for much longer. 
 
Quick Clue: Does the character have a nickname in the format of ______the ______? That’s 
an epithet. 
 

Ethos 
Definition: Ethos is the practice of the author working to establish credibility for himself or 
herself. Along with logos and pathos, ethos is a common technique in persuasive writing. 
 
Example: A speaker who was trying to convince an audience about the effects of climate 
change would probably inform the audience of his or her background as a scientist and 
how he or she completed research that was relevant to the topic. 
 
Quick Clue: If the speaker is attempting to make himself or herself sound credible to gain 
support of a cause, he or she is using ethos. 
 
Euphemism 
Definition: A euphemism is a word or phrase used to describe something in a more polite 
way. There are euphemisms about a wide variety of subjects, but many common ones 
concern either the subject of death or people’s intelligence and physical appearance. 
 
Example: Someone might be really, really stupid, but a nicer way to put it is that he or she 
has an IQ that’s about room temperature. 
 
Quick Clue: Can you rephrase it into something more harsh or direct? It might be a 
euphemism. 
 
Euphony 
Definition: Euphony is when a text is written in such a way that it is enjoyable to the ear. To                                       
achieve euphony, authors will often use other devices such as alliteration and assonance ,                         
and they may also write using pleasant imagery. 
 
Example: Many people consider words like “endeavor,” “calligraphy”, and “iridescent” to be                       
beautiful sounding words. “Mellifluous” is another example that’s also a synonym for being                         
euphonic! In comparison, “moist,” “mucus,” “clogged,” and “gurgle” all sound pretty nasty. 
 
Quick Clue: If it sounds sweet and almost musical to hear, it has a euphonic quality. 
 
Exposition 
Definition: Exposition is the term for the events at the beginning of the story that introduce 
the characters and events in the story. Exposition gives context to the story and without it, 
we would have no idea what was happening. 
 
Example: The first time that we see Helena, she kills three zombies with just her bare hands                                 
and a pencil. From this exposition, we can infer that there’s a zombie apocalypse happening                             
and that Helena is a fierce and creative fighter. 
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Quick Clue: Are you just starting to learn about what’s happening and who is involved? If 
so, you’re witnessing the exposition. 
 

Fable 
Definition: A fable is a short story that is told to illustrate a moral. The characters in fables 
are most commonly anthropomorphic plants, animals, or other natural phenomena rather 
than actual humans. 
 
Example: The most common collection is called Aesop’s Fables. One famous example 
from that collection is the story of the hare who entered into a race against a turtle only to 
be defeated because he was too proud of his speed. 
 
Quick Clue: If it’s a story about talking plants or animals and it seems like it’s trying to teach 
you a lesson, it’s probably a fable. 
 
Flashback 
Definition: A flashback is a jump into the past to explain events that have happened 
previously. 
 
Example: One of the characters in the text is missing an arm. We see a flashback that 
explains how it was eaten by a shark as the character heroically fought the creature off in 
order to save a life raft full of tiny puppies. 
 
Quick Clue: Is everyone suddenly younger? That’s a pretty good indication that you’re 
reading a flashback. 
 
Foil 
Definition: A foil is a character who behaves in the complete opposite way compared to 
another character in the text. He or she usually foils the protagonist, but it is important to 
know that this does not mean that the foil is the antagonist. In fact, a foil can often be the 
protagonist’s close friend or family member. The foil exists to draw attention to the traits of 
the character that they are foiling. 
 
Example: Sarah is wild and spontaneous. Her best friend, Ella, is cautious and boring. You’ll 
notice Sarah’s reckless behaviour more because the difference between her and Ella is so 
huge. 
 
Quick Clue: Does this character highlight another character’s traits because they both act 
differently? He or she is a foil. 
 
Foreshadowing 
Definition: Foreshadowing is when the author drops hints about something that will be 
more meaningful later in the story. 
 
Example: Fred mentions offhand that he’s allergic to peanuts in chapter two. In chapter 
nineteen, he is accidentally served something with peanuts in it and almost dies. 
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Quick Clue: You might not necessarily notice that something is foreshadowing when you first 
read through a text (unless you’re psychic), but once you know the ending, it should be 
pretty clear. 

 
Genre 
Definition: The genre of a story is the basic category that it falls into. Common genres 
include science fiction, fantasy, romance, historical fiction, and nonfiction. Storytelling 
elements and devices like mood, style , tone , and theme all contribute to the genre. 
 
Example: Most of Edgar Allan Poe’s works are horror stories because they are dark and 
suspenseful and because they deal with things like death and madness. 
 
Quick Clue: Every story has a genre. It’s up to you to figure out which one it is, so look at 
things the subject matter and other relevant literary techniques to find some clues. 
 
Hamartia 
Definition: Hamartia is the fatal weakness that ultimately leads a tragic character to his or 
her downfall. 
 
Example: Frank is endlessly faithful to his best friend. He is so blinded by his loyalty that he 
is unaware that his best friend is plotting to kill him. 
 
Quick Clue: If someone was brought to an end because of a flaw in her or her own 
personality or behaviour, that flaw was the character’s hamartia. 
 
Hyperbole 
Definition: Hyperbole is the overstatement of something, often for comedic effect. 
Example: I’m so hungry for Christmas dinner that I could eat all of Santa’s reindeer. 
Quick Clue: Does it sound way too exaggerated? It’s hyperbole. 
Imagery 
Definition: Imagery is when authors use language to evoke one or more of the five senses in 
a strong, descriptive way. 
 
Example: He was so distracted by the warm, sweet smell of baking cookies that he tripped 
and fell down the rough stone staircase. 
 
Quick Clue: Can you almost see, smell, touch, taste, or hear what’s happening? If so, 
the author used very vivid imagery. 
 
In medias res 
Definition: If a story starts in medias res, it means that you’ve been dropped right into the 
middle of the action. 
 

Example: The first scene in a novel is a general giving his officers a heroic speech as the 
opposing army is charging towards them from the distance. 
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Quick Clue: Are you only on page two and something really exciting is already happening? 
The story began in medias res. Even though there’s a lot of action going on, this is not to be 
confused with the climax because in medias res can only be applied at the beginning of a 
text. 
 
Irony, situational 
Definition: Situational irony occurs when there is a difference between what is expected to 
happen and what actually happens. 
 
Example: Everyone has that one annoying friend who always posts on Facebook 
complaining how useless and stupid Facebook is. 
 
Quick Clue: If the events that occur are pretty much the opposite of what “should” happen, 
and the difference between these effects is interesting or humorous, it’s probably situational 
irony. Also, none of the examples in that Alanis Morissette song are actually real irony, so as 
catchy as it is, try to wipe those out of your brain. 
 
Irony, verbal 
Definition: Verbal irony is the difference between what a character says and what actually 
happens. Verbal irony is often sarcastic in tone. 
 
Example: You’ve just finished the most difficult exam you’ve ever taken in your life, and you 
turn to your friend to say, “Well that was easy!” 
 
Quick Clue: If the characters words and actions contradict, that’s verbal irony. 
 
Juxtaposition 
Definition: Juxtaposition is when two different objects or concepts are placed near to each                           
other. This is usually done to highlight the differences between them, much like how a foil                               
works. Juxtaposition can appear as an element of the story or part of the writing itself. 
 
Example: A wealthy person is having a lavish party that displays tons and tons of 
wastefulness, and across the street there is a poor family who is struggling to survive. 
 
Quick Clue: If you can see the differences between two things more clearly after they’ve 
been thrown together, it’s because they were juxtaposed. 
 
Logos 
Definition: Authors use logos to appeal to the reader’s sense of reason. In other words, the 
author wants you to use logic to understand his or her point and ultimately agree with him. 
Along with ethos and pathos, logos is a common technique in persuasive writing. 
 

Example: A lawyer in a criminal case would present evidence to the jury that included                             
fingerprints, crime scene photos, and security camera footage with the hope that they                         
would come to a logical conclusion about the suspect being guilty. 
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Quick Clue: If the author is trying to get you to reach a logical conclusion, he or she is using 
logos. 
 
Metaphor 
Definition: A metaphor is a comparison between two seemingly different things. You are 
encouraged to notice the resemblance between these objects because one word or phrase 
is literally replaced by another word or phrase. 
 
Example: The child was a monkey, climbing all over the table and chairs and screaming at 
the top of his lungs. 
 
Quick Clue: If what’s being described is not literally happening but instead makes a 
judgment on the similarity between the two things, that’s a metaphor. 
 
Metonymy 
Definition: Metonymy is the act of referring to something by a closely related object rather 
than by its own name. 
 
Example: Saying that “the White House issued a major decision today” doesn’t mean that it 
grew a mouth and started to speak. It means the President of the United States issued a 
major decision, and he or she happens to live in the White House. 
 
Quick Clue: If the literal meaning of the sentence sounds slightly off, it’s metonymy. Unless 
it’s synecdoche , so be sure to know the difference. 
 
Mood 
Definition: Mood is the atmosphere that the author creates based on the language that he 
or she uses. 
 
Example: If a story starts off with the sentence, “It was a dark and stormy night,” the author 
has set an ominous and threatening mood. 
 
Quick Clue: If the story gives off a certain vibe, that means you’ve noticed its mood. 
 
Moral 
Definition: A moral is a lesson that is meant to be taken away from a text. It is different 
from a theme because unlike a moral, a theme is not necessarily trying to teach you 
something. 
 
Example: The moral of the fable “The Tortoise and the Hare” is that slow and steady wins 
the race. In this case, the moral is also an aphorism. 
 

Quick Clue: Is there an overarching warning or message that is meant to be learned by 
reading the story? If so, it’s probably a moral. 
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Motif 
Definition: A motif is a recurring image or idea that has a deeper meaning. As a literary 
device, it’s slightly stronger than a symbol as it occurs more than once, but not quite as big 
as a theme , although it might contribute to the theme. 
 
Example: Dana goes on a journey through a forest, and she continues to see owls as she 
travels. Each time she sees one, she is reminded of her grandmother who told her that owls 
are a sign of good fortune and wisdom. 
 
Quick Clue: If you keep seeing the same object throughout the text and it seems to 
be important, it’s probably a motif. 
 
Narrator, first- ‐person 
Definition: A first- ‐person narrator is one who tells the story from his or her own 
perspective. He or she is involved in the action personally. 
 
Example: I turned to see him standing in the doorway, and my stomach did a backflip. “I 
missed you,” he said. 
 
Quick Clue: Does the narrator use “I” and “me” when telling the story? If so, it’s is being told 
from a first- ‐person point of view. 
 
Narrator, third- ‐person limited 
Definition: A third- ‐person limited narrator is one who tells the story from one character’s 
perspective. This narrator’s point of view is limited because it only shows the internal 
thoughts and feelings of one character. 
 
Example: She turned to see him standing in the doorway, and her stomach did a backflip. “I 
missed you,” he said. 
 
Quick Clue: If the narrator does not use “I” or “me,” and you can only see inside 
one character’s mind, the story is being told from a third- ‐person limited point of 
view. 
 
Narrator, third- ‐person omniscient 
Definition: A third- ‐person omniscient narrator is one who tells the story from more than one 
character’s perspective. The narrator’s point of view is omniscient because it shows the 
internal thoughts and feelings of multiple characters. 
 
Example: 

She turned to see him standing in the doorway, and her stomach did a backflip. His did the 
same. 
 
“I missed you,” he said, and he meant it. 
 
Quick Clue: If the narrator does not use “I” or “me,” and you can see inside more than one 
character’s mind, the story is being told from a third-‐person omniscient point of view. 
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Onomatopoeia 
Definition: Onomatopoeia is use of words that sound like the noises they describe. 
Example: Words like buzz, boom, crash, creak, sizzle, hiss, and zap. 
Quick Clue: If saying the noise’s name out loud sounds like the noise itself, it’s 
onomatopoeia. 
 
Parody 
Definition: A parody is a text that copies the style of another text but changes certain details 
in a humorous way in order to draw attention to how absurd they are. The difference 
between parody and satire is that satire is more critical while parody is usually done just for 
laughs. 
 
Example: Pride  and  Prejudice  and  Zombies is a book that incorporates zombies in to 
Jane Austen’s world. 
 
Quick Clue: Does the text make you laugh because it’s an exaggerated imitation of 
something else? It’s probably a parody. 
 
Pathetic fallacy 
Definition: Pathetic fallacy is the attribution of human traits to non-‐humans, especially the 
weather or other elements within nature. It is a type of personification. 
 
Example: The dark, heavy clouds looked pregnant with rain. 
 
Quick Clue: Is a natural phenomenon being described in a human way? The author is 
probably using pathetic fallacy. Also, keep in mind that “pathetic” here does not mean sad 
and pitiful. 
 
Pathos 
Definition: Pathos is a technique that authors use to reach the audience’s core feelings and 
elicit an emotional response. Along with ethos and logos, pathos is a common technique in 
persuasive writing. 
 
Example: Someone delivering a speech about donating to an orphanage might make an 
appeal to the parents in the audience to help out the children. He or she may try to tug on 
the parents’ heartstrings by comparing the orphans to their own children. 
 

Quick Clue: Does it seem like the author is trying to evoke pity from you or make you 
angry? He or she is using pathos. 
 
Personification 
Definition: Personification is describing a plant, animal, or other non-‐human object with 
human characteristics. The difference between this and anthropomorphism is that 
personification is just a description. That is, personified objects will never actually get up 
and start walking around or speaking like anthropomorphic objects will. 
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Example: The sad, lonely flower hunched over in its pot. 
 
Quick Clue: Is something described as seeming a little bit human but not actually doing the 
things that humans do? That object is being personified. 
 
Plot 
Definition: The plot is all of the events that happen during the narrative. 
 
Example: Many sports films involve a plot that takes a scrappy yet dedicated group of 
underdogs to the championship game to face off against their stronger, cocky enemies, 
where they ultimately execute a miraculous victory with just seconds to spare. (This 
specific plot is also a common trope in sports movies.) 
 
Quick Clue: Every story has plot. It covers everything from the first sentence to the last 
sentence. It’s that simple! 
 
Poetic justice 
Definition: Poetic justice is the idea in literature that good deeds will come with a reward 
and bad deeds will come with punishment. Sometimes this is accentuated by characters 
unknowingly setting the events into motion themselves. 
 
Example: Any movie that ends with a victorious hero who gets the girl and a thwarted bad 
guy who gets some well- ‐earned jail time is an example of poetic justice. 
 
Quick Clue: If it makes you want to fist pump and say, “Yes! Finally!”, then a character you 
dislike may have been served some poetic justice. 
 
Polysyndeton 
Definition: Polysyndeton is the repetition of conjunctions in a sentence. It’s the opposite of 
asyndeton. 
 
Example: I am strong and I am fierce and I am powerful. 
 
Quick Clue: If the clauses are broken up by only conjunctions and no punctuation, it’s 
polysyndeton. 
 

Prologue 
Definition: The prologue is the first segment in a book. It serves as an introduction to the 
world of the story and often provides exposition for the plot. 
 
Example: Some prologues take place further in the past than the rest of the book or show a 
different set of minor characters rather than the main ones. 
 
Quick Clue: If it’s the first part of the story that you read, it’s the prologue. 
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Prose 
Definition: Prose is a form of writing in which the structure of the text as a whole is                                   
somewhat unimportant compared to what the text is actually saying. Short stories,                       
novellas, novels, and speeches are all forms of prose. 
 
Example: This text is an example of prose. The form and layout are relatively unimportant, 
so there is no need to pay attention to things like the meter or rhyme scheme , for 
example. You would also never attempt to do scansion with a work or prose. 
 
Quick Clue: This one’s super simple: If it comes in paragraphs, it’s prose. 
 
Protagonist 
Definition: The protagonist is the main character in a story. He or she might not necessarily 
be a complete “good guy,” but you will likely find yourself rooting for them. At the very least, 
the story is probably told from his or her perspective. 
 
Example: Alice is the protagonist in Alice  in  Wonderland. 
 
Quick Clue: This is most likely the central character who gets the majority of the attention 
throughout the narrative. Unless you’re reading something with an extremely complex plot 
line like the Game  of  Thrones series, there will typically only be one protagonist. 
 
Pun 
Definition: A pun is a humorous play on words that creates multiple layers of meaning in a 
sentence. 
 
Example: Did you hear about the psychic dwarf who escaped from prison? They say that 
there’s a small medium at large. 
 
Quick Clue: If it makes you laugh and groan at the same time, it’s a pun. 
 
Rhetoric 
Definition: Rhetoric is the art of writing persuasively and effectively in order to sway the                             
audience to change their opinion and agree with the writer. Ethos, logos , and pathos are                             
all common rhetorical techniques. 
 

Example: Any speech during a political campaign would be considered rhetoric because the 
candidate is hoping to inform the audience about his or her platform and encourage them to 
vote in his or her favour. 
 
Quick Clue: Does the text seem to motivate you to make a choice about an issue? 
It’s probably using rhetoric in some way. 
 
Sarcasm 
Definition: Sarcasm is the use of words that mean the opposite of how someone actually 
feels, usually either to show disdain or to achieve a comedic effect. 
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Example: I absolutely looove getting stuck in traffic. It’s my faaavorite! 
 
Quick Clue: It can be difficult to catch in written form, so don’t worry too much, but if it 
appears that a character is mocking another person, it is probably sarcasm. 
 
Satire 
Definition: Satire is the comedic ridicule of someone’s flaws or shortcomings in order to 
draw attention to a specific issue. The difference between satire and parody is that typically, 
parodies are strictly meant to be funny while satire often attempts to supplement the humour 
with a call to action to create social change. 
 
Example: Saturday  Night  Live is full of skits that satirise political figures. The cast of the 
show dresses up as people such as Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton and then mocks their 
speech patterns and mannerisms in a way that is lightly critical. 
 
Quick Clue: If it makes you laugh but also makes you question what exactly is being made 
fun of and why, it’s satire. 
 
Setting 
Definition: The setting is the time and place during which the story occurs. You can gather 
clues about the setting from things like the exposition. 
 
Example: The setting of Star  Wars is “a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away.” 
 
Quick Clue: Pay attention to what people are wearing, how they speak, and any current 
events that they mention. 
 
Simile 
Definition: A simile is a comparison between two seemingly unlike things that uses words 
such as “like,” “as,” or “than.” 
 
Example: She was as welcome as a fart in an elevator. 
 
Quick Clue: If you see two different things being compared and the words “like” or “as” 
between them, it’s probably a simile. 
 

Stream of consciousness 
Definition: Authors use a stream of consciousness style of writing to mimic the way we 
think inside our own heads. This technique often ignores normal punctuation and 
grammatical structure. 
 
Example: Okay, while I’m at the store I need to pick up milk, birthday candles, and…ugh, 
what else? Oh yeah, flowers! I hope Lynette likes roses. Did I make our dinner reservation 
yet? I should call to confirm. Ah, here are the candles! 
 
Quick Clue: Are the character’s thoughts jumping from place to place in a rapid way that 

     WWW.TUTORNOVA.COM.AU        © Tutornova Pty Ltd. All Rights Reserved.         20 



 

doesn’t totally make complete sense? If so, the author is using stream of consciousness. 
 
Style 
Definition: Style is the set of decisions that a writer makes when composing a story. Other                               
literary devices like tone , diction, syntax, mood, as well as many more such as imagery,                             
come together to form an author’s style. 
 
Example: Ernest Hemingway is known for his simple, straightforward writing style. 
 
Quick Clue: Style is basically the way that the author chooses to tell the story, so every 
element of the text is somehow related to its style. 
 
Symbol 
Definition: A symbol is an object in a text that has a deeper meaning beyond what it 
actually is. There are some classic symbols like certain flowers, colours, foods, and 
the weather, but authors often create symbols that are specific to individual stories. 
 
Example: Water is often linked to things like purity, cleansing, and rebirth. 
 
Quick Clue: Many stories have multiple symbolic items throughout, but don’t drive yourself 
crazy trying to look for them. Sometimes a blue kettle is just blue because the author felt like 
it. For the most part, symbolism will be fairly obvious in the majority of texts. 
 
Syntax 
Definition: Syntax is the grammatical structure that the author chooses to use. Syntax is the 
word order, and diction is the word choice. 
 
Example: Anastrophe is one way that writers play around with syntax to achieve a certain 
dramatic effect. 
 
Quick Clue: Every sentence in every text has some sort of syntax, so it’s up to you to figure 
out what it means about a given story or character. 
 
Synecdoche 

Definition: Synecdoche is the act of referring to the whole of something by the name of one 
of its parts. 
 
Example: If someone says, “Check out my new wheels,” they’re probably talking about a 
whole car rather than just a pile of wheels because that would be weird. 
 
Quick Clue: Is the literal meaning of the sentence just slightly off? It’s synecdoche. Unless 
it’s metonymy, so be sure to know the difference. 
 
Theme 
Definition: The theme of a text is the message or idea that the author is trying to 
communicate. Many stories, especially longer ones, have more than one theme. 
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Example: The main character in a novel is a tennis player. First she breaks her wrist, then 
her coach gets hit by a bus, and then she gets dumped by her jerk boyfriend for being too 
into the sport, but she still goes on to win Wimbledon. One of the themes in this story 
would be overcoming adversity. 
 
Quick Clue: Can you see an overarching idea throughout the whole story? That’s the theme. 
Sometimes the theme can also be a moral, but that’s not always the case. 
 
Tone 
Definition: Tone is the way that the author or a character shows his or her opinion towards a 
subject. Tone can be positive or negative, but it can also be many other things such as 
nostalgic, light- ‐hearted, satirical, or reverent. 
 
Example: The tone in a news article should be neutral because a journalist would not want 
to sway the readers’ opinions. 
 
Quick Clue: The language that is used should give you a clue about how the author or 
speaker feels. 
 
Trope 
Definition: The classical definition of a trope is a figure of speech or other literary technique, 
but a trope can also be any element of a text, such as a plot point or archetype, that 
appears to be cliché or commonly used. 
 
Example: A common trope in action movies is that unimportant characters will die quietly in 
the background after being shot once, but the hero will take six bullets and still continue to 
save the day. 
 
Quick Clue: If you notice the same things over and over again in various stories, especially 
within the same genre , chances are that you’ve noticed a trope. 
 
Truncated sentence 

Definition: Truncated sentences are a shortcut that authors use when the rest of a 
sentence’s meaning can be implied. 
 
Example: If you say, “I like cats more than Jeremy,” you’re most likely implying that you like 
cats more than Jeremy likes cats. Not that you dislike Jeremy, the poor guy. 
 
Quick Clue: If you could add a few words on to the end to make it slightly clearer, it’s 
probably a truncated sentence. 
 
Verse 
Definition: Verse is a form of writing in which the structure of the text is just as important as 
the text itself. Those who write verse will pay attention to things like rhyme scheme and 
meter , while those who write in prose will not. 
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Example: 
This is an example of verse. 
I suppose that it could be worse, 
But these lines are a nice little 
clue, 
Of what verse should look like to you! 
 
Quick Clue: If it’s written in anything besides paragraphs, it’s probably verse. 
 
Zeugma 
Definition: Zeugma is when the writer uses a word that has multiple meanings for different 
phrases in the same sentence. 
 
Example: Gina lost her wallet and her mind. “Lost her wallet” literally means that she 
misplaced it, but “lost her mind” is a figure of speech that means she went crazy. 
 
Quick Clue: Did you need to pause for a second to make sure you read it correctly 
because the phrases didn’t quite flow? The author might have used zeugma. 
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CHAPTER 2: 

Poetic Techniques 
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Poetic Techniques 

If a lot of the words in this section look new to you, we recommend checking out stress, 
scansion, and meter first. 
 
Anapest 
Definition: An anapest is a metrical foot with three syllables that follows the pattern of 
unstressed- ‐unstressed- ‐stressed. 
 
Example: Words like “interrupt,” “understand,” and “contradict” are all anapests. Also, 
“anapest” is an anapest. 
 
Quick Clue: The stress pattern for an anapest is da-‐da- ‐DUM. 
 
Blank verse 
Definition: Blank verse is the language pattern found in the majority of Shakespeare’s works. 
Also called unrhymed iambic pentameter, blank verse means that each line is broken up into 
five feet, and each foot is an iamb – it has an unstressed and then stressed syllable. 
 
Example: The line “But, SOFT! what LIGHT through YON-‐der WIN- ‐dow BREAKS?” from 
Romeo  and  Juliet is an easy to remember example. 
 
Quick Clue: Blank verse gets pretty easy to recognise once you’ve read enough 
Shakespeare. You should be able to clearly hear da-‐DUM, da- ‐DUM, da- ‐DUM, da- ‐DUM, 
da- ‐ DUM over and over in your head. 
 
Dactyl 
Definition: A dactyl is a metrical foot with three syllables that follows the pattern of 
stressed- ‐unstressed- ‐unstressed. 
 
Example: “Horrible,” “basketball,” “carefully,” and “poetry” are all dactyls. 
Quick Clue: The stress pattern for a dactyl is DUM-‐DUM- ‐da. 
Enjambment 
Definition: Enjambment is when the end of a line in a poem carries on into the next one 
without a pause. 
 
Example: 
Sometimes, 
Poets use enjambment to build 
Suspense. 
 
Quick Clue: If there is no punctuation at the end of a line, the poet is using enjambment. 
 

Foot 
Definition: A foot is a unit of syllables within a line of poetry. One or more words can make 
up a foot, and words are sometimes broken up when a line is divided into feet. 
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Example: Say the sentence “I rode my bike to school” out loud. It should naturally sound 
like it’s meant to be broken up into three different pieces. These three pieces are the feet. 
 
Quick Clue: Each foot will only be two or three syllables long. 
 
Form 
Definition: Form is the structure of a poem. It can include the meter , rhyme scheme , 
number of lines, and sometimes even the subject that the poem is about. Common forms 
include haiku, sonnet, ode, and elegy. 
 
Example: 
There once was a woman from France 
Who looked like she knew how to 
dance. She’d zip and she’d zoom 
All over the room, 
But she really had ants in her pants. 
 
You may recognise this poem as a limerick because of its rhyme scheme and its humorous 
subject matter. 
 
Quick Clue: Every poem has a form, but if you recognise a specific pattern, then there might 
be a name for it. 
 
Iamb 
Definition: An iamb is a metrical foot with two syllables that follows the pattern of 
unstressed- ‐stressed. 
 
Example: “Destroy,” “awake,” and “insist” are all 
iambs. Quick Clue: The stress pattern for an iamb is 
da- ‐DUM. 
 
Meter 
Definition: Meter is the rhythmic pattern in a given line of poetry. It is formed through a 
series of deliberate choices by the poet, and it is determined by the natural rhythm of 
speaking. 
 
Example: Most of Shakespeare’s plays are written in iambic pentameter, which is also 
known as blank verse . 
 
Quick Clue: Every line in a poem will have some sort of meter. Use scansion to figure out 
just what the meter is. 
 

Rhyme Scheme 
Definition: Rhyme scheme is the pattern of rhyming words in a poem. To figure out a 
poem’s rhyme scheme, assign a letter to the last syllable in each line, using a different one 
for each different rhyme sound. 
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Example: 
When I was a ten- ‐year- ‐old boy,

A  
I asked my mom for a toy.

A 
She bought my sister a doll,

B  
She bought my brother a ball,

B  
And for me? She gave me a book!   
 
C 
The rhyme scheme in this poem is             
AABBC. 
 
Quick Clue: Some poetic forms have a set rhyme scheme, but every poem will have one 
nonetheless. 
 
Scansion 
Definition: Scansion is the practice of figuring out the meter in a given poem or line of 
poetry by paying attention to the stress pattern. 
 
Example: Imagine that “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” is a line of poetry. If you say it out 
loud with your natural stress pattern, it should sound like DUM- ‐da DUM- ‐da DUM- ‐da 
DUM- ‐ da. That means it should be divided up into four sections, or feet , and that the 
syllables in each foot follow the pattern of stressed-‐unstressed, which means each foot is a 
trochee . 
 
Quick Clue: Scanning a poem is a lot less intimidating than it looks. Just pay close attention 
to your normal manner of speaking and go from there. 
 
Speaker 
Definition: The speaker is the character who is delivering the poem. It’s important to 
realise that the speaker and the author of the poem are not necessarily the same. 
 
Example: In “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes, the speaker is the poet’s mother as he 
imagines her sharing life advice with him. 
 
Quick Clue: Every poem has a speaker, so it’s your job to find the clues that will help you 
figure out who the speaker is. 
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Spondee 
Definition: A spondee is a metrical foot with two syllables that follows the pattern of 
stressed- ‐stressed. 
 
Example: Words like “football,” “racetrack,” “mushroom,” and “cupcake” are all spondees. 
 

Quick Clue: The stress pattern for a spondee is DUM-‐DUM. 
 
Stanza 
Definition: A stanza is a group of lines in a poem. Depending on the number of lines, the                                   
stanza may have a special name: two lines form a couplet, three lines form a tercet, four                                 
form a quatrain, five form a quintain, and so on. 
 
Example: 
This wee little poem 
May be a bit plain, 
But it has four lines, 
So it’s a quatrain. 
 
Quick Clue: If you’re reading a poem, it comes in stanzas. It’s as simple as that! 
 
Stress 
Definition: Stress is the natural emphasis that is put on certain syllables when you read 
them out loud or in your head. Syllables can be stressed or unstressed. 
 
Example: No one pronounces the word “pumpkin” as pump- ‐KIN. It’s a PUMP- ‐kin. 
 
Quick Clue: Don’t “stress” about this too much! And trust us on this one: Say a line out loud 
(maybe not during your exam) and place a hand just under your chin. The stressed syllables 
will cause your chin to bump your hand a little harder. 
 
Trochee 
Definition: A trochee is a metrical foot that follows the pattern of stressed-‐unstressed. 
Example: Words like “doctor,” “human,” “nugget,” and “happy” are all trochees. 
Quick Clue: The stress pattern for a trochee is DUM-‐da. 
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CHAPTER 3: 

Visual Techniques 
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Visual Techniques 

Body language 
Definition: Body language is the nonverbal communication that we make with our facial 
expressions, gestures, and posture. 
 
Example: Someone looking downward with his or her arms crossed may be feeling fearful, 
shy, or closed off. 
 
Quick Clue: People are always displaying some sort of body language. If you saw someone                             
in front of you exhibit the posture or movement from the image, what would you think of                                 
that person? 
 
Colour (Hue, tone) 
Definition: Visual artists use colour to evoke different emotional responses in the audience 
based on previous connotations for that colour. 
 
Example: Red is a colour associated with passion and strong emotion. 
 
Quick Clue: Pay attention to the colour choice that the artist uses, but also to how those 
colours are presented. 
 
Composition 
Definition: Composition is the overall placement and layout of elements within the image. 
Composition includes framing, omissions, positioning, and leading lines . 
 
Example: An example of good composition in a photograph is when the horizon appears as 
a straight line rather than a tilted or crooked one. 
 
Quick Clue: Think about how and why the artist organised all of the elements in the way 
that he or she did. What emotion was he or she trying to evoke in the audience? 
 
Contrast 
Definition: Contrast is the noticeable difference between two opposing elements that 
creates tension or excitement. 
 
Example: In a crowd filled with cheering sports fans, one person remains stoic and 
motionless and therefore stands out significantly. 
 
Quick Clue: Is there a very visible difference between two set pieces in the image? If so, it 
means they are in contrast to each other. 
 
Framing 
Definition: Framing is the term for all of the angles and camera shots that make up an 
image or a film. 
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Example: A character may be framed through an open door or window. This could be 
symbolic of how he or she appears trapped or closed off from the rest of the world. 
 
Quick Clue: Each and every scene is framed in some way, so it’s up to you to use other film 
techniques to determine what effect the filmmaker was trying to achieve. 
 
Gaze 
Definition: Gaze is the direction in which a person’s eyes are shifted or focused. 
 
Example: A character whose eyes are directed towards a table will draw your eyes to the 
same place because it’s implied that whatever he or she is looking at is worthy of attention. 
 
Quick Clue: Whatever the character is looking at is probably important! 
 
Leading lines (Vectors) 
Definition: Leading lines, also known as vectors, are the lines occurring in an image that 
naturally lead your eye in a certain direction. Typically, leading lines will guide you to the 
most salient part of the image. 
 
Example: If there is a set of train tracks in the photo, your eyes will naturally want follow 
them along across the image to see if there is anything at the end. 
 
Quick Clue: If you find yourself automatically following a path with your eyes, you’re 
looking at a leading line. 
 
Omissions 
Definition: Omissions are the people or objects that have been purposely left out of the 
image. A visual artist would use omission to draw attention to the absence of that specific 
thing. 
 
Example: You’re looking at an image of a family sitting at a dinner table, and it’s very 
prominent that there is an empty chair. The omission of a person in that chair suggests that 
a family member used to sit there but has since passed away or left the family. 
 
Quick Clue: Does it seem like something is missing that should be there? That’s a sign that 
something may have been omitted. 
 
Point of view 
Definition: The point of view is the perspective from which the audience sees the image. 
This is determined by the framing of the image. 
 
Example: If the image is a low- ‐angle shot of an entire person, the point of view may be 
from someone shorter than him or her, such as a child. 
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Quick Clue: If you stepped inside the image, where would you be? Ask yourself this to 
determine your point of view. 
 
Positioning 
Definition: Positioning is where all of the components of the shot have been placed. Visual 
artists will arrange the parts of the image within the foreground, middleground, and 
background based on their importance and relationships with each other. 
 
Example: An element that is off to the side and in the background will probably less 
important than an element that is salient and in the foreground. 
 
Quick Clue: Try to figure out why the people or objects have been positioned in that way. 
 
Rule of thirds 
Definition: The rule of thirds is a composition technique in which the visual space is divided 
in to a grid of nine evenly sized blocks, and the most salient points in the image are placed 
at the intersection of the grid lines. 
 
Example: A photo of a person in which he or she is in the middle of the frame will look less 
appealing than one in which he or she is about 1/3 of the way from either side. 
 
Quick Clue: Imagine placing a 3x3 grid over the image. Which elements fall at the 
connections of the lines? 
 
Salience 
Definition: Salience is the state of being visually prominent. Your eyes are usually directed 
to the most salient feature of the image due to the use of other visual devices like leading 
lines. 
 
Example: A single, enormous tree in the middle of a bare field would be the salient object in 
a photograph. 
 
Quick Clue: Where do your eyes naturally head when you first look at the image? That’s the 
salient object. 
 
Shot, close- ‐up 
Definition: A close- ‐up shot is a shot in which an important character or object takes up all 
of the space inside the frame. 
 
Example: In a film that includes a wedding scene, there is usually a close-‐up shot of the 
groom putting the ring on the bride’s finger because it is a very symbolic moment for the 
couple. 
 
Quick Clue: If there’s only one thing in the shot and you appear to be extremely close to it 
from your point of view, it’s a close- ‐up. 
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Shot, high- ‐angle 
Definition: A high- ‐angle shot is a shot that has been taken from above the person or object 
that is present in the frame. This is often done to imply that a character is weak or helpless. 
 
Example: Small children probably seem tinier and less powerful than us because we are 
always looking down to speak to them. 
 
Quick Clue: If a character or object seems to appear small and unimposing from your point 
of view, it is likely that that image was filmed with a high- ‐angle shot. 
 
Shot, low- ‐angle 
Definition: A low- ‐angle shot is a shot that has been taken from below the person or object 
that is being emphasised in the frame. This is done to make that person or object seem 
large, powerful, and imposing. 
 
Example: Imagine sitting or standing way below an extremely tall person. He or she 
probably seems quite intimidating. 
 
Quick Clue: If it seems like the subject of the photo is towering over you from your point of 
view, it was probably framed with a low-‐angle shot. 
 
Shot, mid 
Definition: A mid shot is a shot that fills about half of the frame with the subject. Mid shots 
are often used with small groups of people to give the audience an idea of how they are 
interacting with each other physically. 
 
Example: Many shots in movies and television are mid shots because they look standard 
and are not distracting. 
 
Quick Clue: This is the most common and most “normal” looking shot in film and television 
because it mimics our natural point of view throughout our daily lives. 
 
Shot, wide/long 
Definition: A wide or long shot is one that contains a large space such as a landscape. 
These shots are used to give context to the scene and are often part of a series of 
establishing shots. 
 
Example: A wide shot of all the people at a party would indicate where they are, how many 
people there are, and what the general vibe and atmosphere of the party is. 
 
Quick Clue: Is there a large space or distance covered in the frame? It’s probably a wide or 
long shot. 
 
Symbolism 
Definition: Just like a symbol in a written work, symbolism in a visual text is the attribution of 
a second meaning to an object beyond its literal one. 

     WWW.TUTORNOVA.COM.AU        © Tutornova Pty Ltd. All Rights Reserved.         33 



 

 

Example: A shattered glass on the floor could represent a broken relationship. 
 
Quick Clue: If an element in the image seems to carry a dual meaning, it is probably 
symbolic of something greater. 
 
Text (font, colour, size, weight) 
Definition: Text is the inclusion of the written word within visual imagery. It can either be 
part of the image itself or it can be layered on top of the image. The font, colour, size, and 
weight of the text can all carry different connotations. 
 
Example: Many wartime propaganda posters use simple yet bold phrases to encourage the 
viewers to support the war efforts. 
 
Quick Clue: If you can read a part of the image, there’s text in it. Use the visual cues given 
by the size and font to determine why the text is symbolic in some way. 
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CHAPTER 4: 

Theatrical Techniques 
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Theatrical Techniques 

Aside 
Definition: An aside is a comment made by a character that is not heard by the other 
characters on stage. Playwrights use asides to give the audience insight into the character’s 
hidden thoughts and feelings that they cannot share through dialogue . 
 
Example: 
Malcolm’s mother: How’s the pot 
roast? Malcolm: It’s delicious, mom! 
Malcolm (aside): It’s actually nasty, but I don’t want to hurt her feelings. 
Malcolm’s mother: Would you like seconds, dear? 
Malcolm: Yeah…sure. 
 
Quick Clue: Did the character turn away from his or her conversation and speak directly to 
you? That’s an aside. 
 
Chorus 
Definition: A chorus is a group of people who serve as a narrator for the play. This element 
of drama is most common in classical Greek plays. 
 
Example: There is a chorus preset in the play Oedipus  the  King . They provide summary, 
context, and moral conclusions throughout the story. 
 
Quick Clue: Is there a group of people on stage who comment on the story and move the 
plot along? If so, they’re the chorus. 
 
Comedy 
Definition: The modern definition of comedy is just something that makes you laugh, but in 
classical drama it also likely meant that the characters were of a lower class than the high 
nobility, for example. The essential rule of a classical tragedy is simply that it has a happy 
ending, which most often includes a marriage. 
 
Example: Shakespeare’s Twelfth  Night is a well- ‐known comedy. Many of the characters 
are common people, it explores bawdy themes like sexuality, and it ends in multiple 
marriages. 
 
Quick Clue: Classical comedy is basically the opposite of classical tragedy, so just 
turn every aspect of tragedy upside down to find the elements of a comedy. 
 
Dialogue 
Definition: Dialogue is a written or spoken exchange between two or more characters. 
 
Example: 
Amy: Hey Tim, what’s up? 
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Tim: Not much, what’s up with you? 
Amy: I’m just providing an example of dialogue to the readers. 
Tim: Cool. 
 
Quick Clue: Are there characters on stage having a conversation? If so, they’re exchanging 
dialogue. 
 
Fourth wall 
Definition: The fourth wall is the imaginary wall that stands between you and the characters 
and draws the line between their world and ours. It is an important element in the 
audience’s suspension of disbelief. 
 
Example: The fourth wall is always present in every play. 
 
Quick Clue: You only really notice the fourth wall when a character breaks it with something 
like an aside . 
 
Irony, dramatic 
Definition: Dramatic irony is when the audience is aware of something that the characters 
have not learned yet. 
 
Example: A character says, “There’s no way that there’s a monster hiding behind that wall,” 
and the audience can clearly see a huge monster hiding behind that wall. 
 
Quick Clue: Do you know something that the characters don’t? The author is using dramatic 
irony. 
 
Monologue 
Definition: A monologue is a speech delivered by a sole character. The difference between a 
monologue and a soliloquy is that monologues are intended to be heard by either the 
audience or by the other characters in the play. 
 
Example: Karim delivers a long speech about how he’s worried that he and his girlfriend, 
Joanna, are drifting apart. Joanna is on stage and can hear what he’s saying. 
 
Quick Clue: Is the character directly addressing the audience or the others on stage? That’s 
a monologue. 
 
Soliloquy 
Definition: A soliloquy is a speech delivered by a character. The key difference between a 
soliloquy and a monologue is that a soliloquy is a speech that a character gives to himself 
or herself. 
 
Example: Karim delivers a long speech about how he’s worried that he and his girlfriend, 
Joanna, are drifting apart. Joanna is not on stage and neither is any other character. Karim 
appears to be talking to himself and battling with his own mind. 
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Quick Clue: Is the character sharing her or her own inner thoughts? That’s a soliloquy. 
 
Teichoscopy 
Definition: Teichoscopy is when a scene occurs between characters who are watching 
another event at a distance. 
 
Example: Two characters are on a castle balcony as a battle rages on in the fields below. 
The audience cannot see the battle, and although the characters are talking about it, it isn’t 
really happening on the stage. 
 
Quick Clue: If the characters are describing an event that is happening at that moment but 
not actually occurring on stage, it’s teichoscopy. 
 
Tragedy 
Definition: A tragedy is essentially a play that has an unhappy ending. Unlike comedy, the 
modern definition of tragedy has not changed much compared to its classical origins. A 
major element of tragedy is that the characters exhibit a hamartia that ultimately brings 
them to an untimely end. 
 
Example: The most well-‐known tragedy is Romeo  and  Juliet. Lovesick teenagers meet, 
“fall in love,” and commit suicide all in the span of a few days. 
 
Quick Clue: If lots of characters meet their downfall, especially due to their own flaws, it’s a 
tragedy. 
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CHAPTER 5: 

Film Techniques 
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Film Techniques 

Choreography 
Definition: Choreography is the deliberate movement of the characters throughout a scene. 
Choreography can be as simple as a character walking from one side of a room to another 
to an elaborate battle scene with hundreds of extras fighting in the background. 
 
Example: A scene with a sword fight would require a great deal of attention by a film’s 
choreographers. A walk and talk scene? Not so much. 
 
Quick Clue: Remember that every movement in a film is a deliberate choice. None of the 
actors move around just because they feel like it. 
 
Costuming 
Definition: Costuming is the dressing up of the actors to give the audience visual clues 
about their characters. Costumes can indicate the setting of a film, but they can also give 
hints about the characters’ personalities based on the style and colour of the clothing. 
 
Example: At the beginning of the film, Candace wears lots of bright or warm colours, but as 
the film progresses, her wardrobe shifts to a much darker palette of blacks and dark blues. 
This could signify that Candace is in a much darker place emotionally compared to when 
the film began. 
 
Quick Clue: The movie isn’t filled with a bunch of naked people (hopefully), so it’s up to you 
to determine the significance of each character’s costume. Don’t overthink this though – 
sometimes a character is just wearing green because that shirt was lying around in the 
wardrobe department. 
 
Cut, jump 
Definition: A jump cut is a quick cut that seems to break the continuity of a film. Sometimes                                   
jump cuts can be a sign of bad or sloppy editing, but a series of these cuts all at once can                                         
be used to achieve a frantic and anxious effect. 
 
Example: Jump cuts often seem out of place in normal cinema, but many found footage 
movies like The  Blair  Witch  Project and Cloverfield have found a way to use them 
effectively. 
 
Quick Clue: Does the editing seem to be sporadic and hurried with no sense of “proper” 
technique? There may be a lot of jump cuts. 
 
Cut, match 
Definition: A match cut is an editing technique in which the structure of the visual elements 
in one scene is paralleled in the next scene. The parallel between the two people or objects 
is usually meant to be symbolic in some way. 
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Example: A fairly common match cut is the switch from a bird flying through the sky to an 
airplane. 
 
Quick Clue: If the composition between two shots is nearly identical, that’s probably a 
match cut. You should try to figure out the significance of why the subjects in those scenes 
were presented as being parallel. 
 
Cut, smash 
Definition: A smash cut is a type of cut that brings one scene to an abrupt and unexpected 
end and then switches to a scene with an opposite mood. 
 
Example: Many times, when a character is having a nightmare and is about to be caught or 
killed by whoever is chasing him or her, there will be a jump cut from that moment of 
anxiousness to the character jumping up in bed and taking a deep breath. 
 
Quick Clue: Did you quickly move from a scene filled with high tension to one that seems to 
be way less tense, or vice versa? That’s probably a smash cut. 
 
Deep focus 
Definition: Deep focus is a technique that presents all aspects within the depth of field 
clearly. In other words, everything in the foreground, middleground, and background are all 
equally visible and in focus. This is commonly used in older movies and less so in modern 
cinema. 
 
Example: Twenty or thirty people are seated at a long dinner table, and everyone’s face is 
visible and in focus, rather than just the people closest to the camera. 
 
Quick Clue: If everything from the front to the back of the frame is clear, it’s an example of 
deep focus. 
 
Dialogue 
Definition: Dialogue is the spoken interaction between two or more characters. 
 
Example: 
Tim: Hi Amy, how’s it going? 
Amy: Not bad, I’m still providing examples of dialogue to the people checking out this book. 
Tim: Yeah, me too! 
 
Quick Clue: If the characters on the screen are speaking to each other, that’s dialogue. 
 
Digital effects (SFX) 
Definition: Digital effects are the additional elements of a film that are added in post- ‐ 
production, or after filming has ended. These are included in the movie to enhance the 
atmosphere, include features that could not physically be filmed, and even just fix minor 
errors in the footage. 
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Example: Everybody knows that dragons unfortunately aren’t real, so if you see some in 
Game  of  Thrones or The  Hobbit, you should know that they were added in digitally. 
 
Quick Clue: Pretty much every movie that’s made these days has some sort of digital effects 
added in, though you might only notice them if the editing is done poorly. Also, back in the 
day, any special effects were known as “practical” effects because they were all done by 
hand, so make sure to pay attention and not to call just any special effect “digital.” 
 
Dissolve (Fade) 
Definition: A dissolve, also known as a fade, is the gradual transition from one scene into 
another scene through overlapping shots. Fading out and fading in are dissolves that 
transition to and from a black screen, respectively. 
 
Example: Dissolves are often used when a character is having a flashback . 
 
Quick Clue: The difference between a dissolve and a cut is that a cut jumps straight from 
image to another, while a dissolve is slower and contains both images on screen at once. 
 
Lighting 
Definition: Lighting is the organisation of light to achieve certain effects. The source of light 
can be natural or can be created in a studio, but either way, the arrangement of lights is a 
deliberate process that is meant to highlight or obscure certain elements in a scene. 
 
Example: Shining a bright light from under someone’s face would make him or her look 
pale and ghoulish. 
 
Quick Clue: The lighting in a scene is just as important as the dark elements, so be sure to 
notice what isn’t lit as well as what is. 
 
Mise en scène 
Definition: The mise en scène of a film is the arrangement of all the design choices made for 
a film, such as the set, costuming, and lighting, as well as all of the composition and 
camera work. You can think of it as the visual theme of a film. 
 
Example: The mise en scène of most movies within the film noir genre is a dark and gritty 
atmosphere that is set up with shadowy nighttime sets and dimly- ‐lit offices and 
apartments. 
 
Quick Clue: Every aspect of filmmaking comes together to form the mise en scène. 
 
Montage 
Definition: Montage is the term for the cutting and joining of multiple shots together in 
order to create continuity and give the audience a sense of the passage of time. 
 
Example: Sports movies like Rocky are often known for their intense, sweat- ‐filled training 
montages. 
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Quick Clue: Basically, montage is just another word for editing. 
 
Props 
Definition: Props are any objects that the actors interact with throughout a play or film. As 
with anything in film, the inclusion of specific props is done deliberately and with good 
reason. 
 
Example: One of the most famous props in cinema is the briefcase in Pulp Fiction because 
we never actually find out what’s inside. 
 
Quick Clue: Is there a physical object being held or otherwise used by the actors? That’s a 
prop. 
 
Shot, establishing 
Definition: An establishing shot is one that creates a sense of place and background for the                               
story. It is an important element in establishing the setting. It is often a wide or long shot                                   
because that type of shot gives the audience a lot of information at once. 
 
Example: An aerial shot of landmarks like the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, and the Louvre 
would suggest that the film takes place in Paris. 
 
Quick Clue: Establishing shots are usually the first few shots in a film and often occur 
during the opening credits. 
 
Shot, high- ‐angle 
Definition: High- ‐angle shots are shots that come from a high point of view and 
usually portray the person or object in the shot as being tiny or inferior. 
 
Example: Children are often filmed with high-‐angle shots so that they appear even 
smaller than they actually are. 
 
Quick Clue: Are you looking down on a character or group of characters? That’s a high- ‐ 
angle shot. 
 
Shot, low-‐angle 
Definition: Low- ‐angle shots are shots that are taken from a low point of view and 
typically suggest to the audience that the subject of the shot is daunting or powerful. 
 
Example: Any shot that is filmed from below to make a character look large and imposing is 
a low- ‐angle shot. 
 
Quick Clue: If you appear to be looking up at someone or something from way down below, 
that’s a low- ‐angle shot. 
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Shot, mid 

Definition: Mid shots are shots in which the frame is roughly half-‐filled with a character or 
object. Mid shots are useful for detecting both a person’s body language as well as his or 
her facial expressions. Mid shots also offer at least a partial view of the background, which 
gives more context to the scene. 
 
Example: Every film or television show uses mid shots at one point or another. 
 
Quick Clue: These are the most common shots in film and television because they appear to 
be from a regular, natural perspective. 
 
Shot, tracking 
Definition: A tracking shot is a shot that follows a moving character or vehicle down a 
certain path in a scene. This is most commonly achieved with a camera that is mounted on 
a track called a dolly, but it can also be done by hand. 
 
Example: Many walk and talk scenes use tracking shots. 
 
Quick Clue: Is the camera staying even with a character while he or she is walking or 
running? If so, that’s a tracking shot. 
 
Shot/countershot 
Definition: Shot/countershot is a technique that is used during the filming of dialogue . The 
scene will be edited so that one character is looking at another character and then the 
second character is shown looking back at the first, often over each other’s shoulders. 
Therefore, the audience gets a true sense that these characters are talking to each other. 
Example: Nearly every film applies this during a conversation at one point or another. 
Quick Clue: If the shots jump back and forth during a conversation, the director was using 
the shot/countershot technique. 
 
Sound, diegetic 
Definition: Diegetic sound is any sound effect within a film that is a part of the characters’ 
world. 
 
Example: Deborah is listening to a song on the radio and her sister shuts it off. 
 
Quick Clue: Can the characters interact with the source of the sound? If so, it’s diegetic. 
 
Sound, non- ‐diegetic 
Definition: Non- ‐diegetic sound is any sound effect that is a part of the film yet exists outside 
of the characters’ world. 
 
Example: The two most common types of non-‐diegetic sound are voice- ‐over narration 
and soundtrack. 
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Quick Clue: If it feels like the sound is layered on top of the film, it’s non- ‐diegetic. 
 
Voice- ‐over 
Definition: Voice- ‐over is the narration that is added on top of the film and is used to 
provide commentary or give insight into characters’ internal thoughts. The voice- ‐over 
narration can come from a character in the film or a third party who is simply telling the 
story. 
 
Example: In The  Princess  Bride, the narrator is the grandfather who is telling the story to his 
sick grandson. 
 
Quick Clue: If there’s a character who is not pictured and is speaking over the action, it’s a 
voice- ‐over. 
 
Walk and talk 
Definition: Walk and talk is a technique that filmmakers use to physically express that the 
plot is moving forwards. The actors are filmed walking together and speaking about a 
certain plot point. 
 
Example: This happens pretty often in cop shows to suggest that the officers are making 
progress with the case. 
 
Quick Clue: If the characters are walking and talking, and if it feels like the scene has 
advanced the plot in some way, then this technique was used effectively. 
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You made it! 
 
Well, there you go. You’re a little bit older and a lot smarter by now. Congratulations! 
You’ve got the tools to take on any high- ‐level English exam that comes your way. 
 
There’s one last study trick we’d like to share with you as you get ready to conquer your                                   
exams (and then the rest of the world, of course): Keep reading. Seriously. The more you                               
read, the more you’ll come across these devices, and the more likely you’ll be to identify                               
them during crunch time. 
 
And if you’re not reading, look for them in the other pop culture and the media that you 
interact with on a daily basis. Tons and tons of choruses (the pop song kind, not the Greek 
drama kind) contain anaphora, consonance, and emotive words, not to mention lots of 
others. Just about every film and television show uses some sort of digital effects, and a lot 
of YouTubers use non- ‐diegetic sound and jump cuts in their videos. You get the idea. The 
point is that these techniques are out there, and now you’re well-‐equipped enough to go 
out and find them. 
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